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SUMMARY OF PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC MEETING 
 

In accordance with California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 66271.31, Chemical Waste 
Management, Inc. (CWMI) held a properly noticed Pre-Application Public Meeting in 
Kettleman City, California on January 30, 2013 for the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA) Part B Permit Renewal Application for the Kettleman Hills Facility (KHF). 
The public meeting was required under 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 
270.42(c)(4) as the KHF RCRA Part B Permit Renewal Application includes the following 
“significant change” that qualifies as Class 3 permit modification: 

• Expansion of the B-18 Landfill 

In addition, DTSC and/or U.S. EPA may determine other changes to basic operations at 
KHF could represent “significant changes” that may also qualify as a Class 3 permit 
modification. 

In accordance with CCR Section 66271.31(b), CWMI held a properly noticed public meeting 
on January 30, 2013 in Kettleman City to provide an overview of the KHF RCRA Part B 
Permit Renewal Application, to inform the community of proposed activities, and to solicit 
comments and questions from the community. Per the public notice, the meeting began at 
6:00 pm. CWMI provided copies of the agenda for the public meeting in English and 
Spanish, and also provide comment forms in English and Spanish for use by the public to 
provide written comments (see Tab A).  CWMI’s oral presentation was verbally translated 
into Spanish during the meeting. See Tab B for the PowerPoint presentation (English and 
Spanish versions) which CWMI presented during the public meeting. Tab C provides copies 
of the sign-in-sheets that provided a voluntary opportunity for attendees to provide their 
name and address.  

At the conclusion of CWMI’s PowerPoint presentation, CWMI provided an opportunity for 
the public to make statements, provide verbal information and to ask questions. CWMI 
responded to the questions asked by the audience. Spanish translation was provided during 
the public statement, and question and answer session. There was no time limit for 
individuals to make statements or ask questions, and individuals who had already asked 
questions or made statements were provided the opportunity to come forward to ask 
follow-on questions or make follow-on statements. During the public statement, and 
question and answer session, CWMI referred back to the PowerPoint presentation in 
answering questions from the public. There was no set time for concluding the public 
meeting. CWMI continued the meeting until no other public members came forward to 
provide a statement or to ask questions. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. See Tab E for the 
transcript of the public meeting. 

In accordance with CCR Section 66271.31(c), Tab D provides copies of the written comments 
submitted at the public meeting on January 30, 2013. As several of the written comments 
are in Spanish, Tab D also provides an English translation of those written comments. 
No written materials (other than the written comments) were presented or provided by the 
public during the public meeting on January 30, 2013.  
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CCR Section 66271.31(c) requires the applicant to provide a summary of the public meeting. 
To provide a complete summary of the public meeting, CWMI chose to have certified court 
reporters in attendance to transcribe the public meeting (see Tab E for the transcript). 
In total, Tabs A, B, C, D and E provide the summary of the public meeting as required by 
CCR Section 66271.31(c). 

 
PUBLIC NOTICING OF MEETING 

In accordance with CCR 66271.31(d), CWMI provided public notice of the Pre-Application 
Meeting at least 30-calendar days in advance of the January 30, 2013 public meeting for the 
KHF RCRA Part B Permit Renewal Application. See Tabs F through J for the public notices in 
the various forms required by CCR 66271.31(d)(1)(A), (B), (C) and (D). The various forms of 
the public notices provided by CWMI (see Tabs F through J) met the noticing requirements 
of CCR 66271.31(d)(1)(D)(2)(A to E). 

As shown in Tabs G through I, in addition to providing the public notice at least 30-calendar 
days in advance of the Public Meeting, CWMI paid for the Display Advertisement to run on 
two separate days in each of the newspapers. The Broadcast Media Announcement was 
aired at least 30-calendar days in advance of the Public Meeting. In addition, as shown in 
Tab H, CWMI posted signs with the Public Notice in English and Spanish not only at the 
entrance to KHF on Highway 41, but also in Kettleman City, and at the KHF security 
entrance. During the 30-day notice period CWMI checked the posted signs on a regular 
basis to ensure the Public Notices were still posted and, as needed, replaced the notices if 
they had been removed or damaged. The Public Notices posted in Kettleman City were 
replaced several times during the 30-day notice period. 

 



 

 

Tab A 
CWMI’s Agenda and Comment Forms for Public Meeting 



Chemical Waste Management, Inc. 

Kettleman Hills Facility 

RCRA Part B Permit Renewal Application 

Public Meeting 

 January 30, 2013 

Kettleman City Elementary School Cafeteria 

6:00pm 

AGENDA 
 

Open Meeting…………………………………………WM Community Relations Manager, Cecilio Barrera 

• Welcome  

• Interpretation Services        

Moderator……………………………………………Kettleman City Elementary School Principal, Juan Ruiz 

• Sign-In Sheet (Voluntary) 

• Written Comments/Submitted Materials 

• Restroom Facilities 

• Refreshments 

Keynote Speaker………..……………………………………………..WM Senior District Manager, Bob Henry 

• Introduction of Agency Personnel Present 

• CWMI-KHF Presentation 

Questions and Answers………………………Kettleman City Elementary School Principal, Juan Ruiz 
   

Close Meeting …………………………………………WM Community Relations Manager, Cecilio Barrera 

• Thank You for Attending 



Chemical Waste Management, Inc. 

Instalación de Kettleman Hills 

Solicitud de renovación del permiso de la RCRA Parte B  

Reunión Pública 

 30 de enero, 2013 

Cafetería de la escuela primaria de Kettleman City  

6:00pm 

AGENDA 
 

Comienza la reunión…………………Gerente de Relaciones Comunitarias de WM, Cecilio Barrera 

• Bienvenida  

• Servicios de traducción        

Moderador…………………………….…Principal de la Escuela Primaria de Kettleman City, Juan Ruiz 

• Registro de asistencia (Voluntario)  

• Comentarios por escrito /Materiales enviados 

• Baños 

• Refrigerios 

Primer orador………..……………………………………Gerente Principal del Distrito de WM, Bob Henry 

• Introducción del personal de los organismos presentes 

• Presentación de CWMI-KHF  

Preguntas y respuestas………………Principal de la Escuela Primaria de Kettleman City, Juan Ruiz  

Finaliza la reunión…………………… Gerente de Relaciones Comunitarias de WM, Cecilio Barrera 

• Gracias por venir 





 

  

Tab B 
CWMI’s PowerPoint Presentation:  

Overview of KHF’s RCRA Part B Application 



 

 

English Version 





Waste Management 

Kettleman Hills Facility 
 

Public Meeting 

Part B Permit Renewal Application Request 

 

Bob Henry 

Senior District Manager 

 

January 30, 2013 



                                  
              Public Meeting Requirements 
 
                                   
  United States Environmental Protection Agency  

  Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 40 Part 271  

 
 California Department of Toxic Substances Control 

 California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 22 Section 
66271.31 

 



Public Meeting Requirements 
  A Public Meeting is required when renewing a Part B 

Permit if the renewal application includes an item that 
would otherwise require a Class 3 Permit Modification 
request 
 

 Waste Management originally submitted a Class 3 Permit 
Modification request for the Landfill Expansion Project in 
December 2008 and has included the request within this Part 
B Renewal Application Request 



Submittal Requirements 
 

 Operation Plan 
 Operation Plan details compliance measures and proposed 
     activities           

 Closure / Post-Closure Cost Estimate 
     Cost estimate details the cost to close and then monitor 
        the facility with the proposed Landfill Expansion and     
         Groundwater Monitoring reduction from quarterly to 

              semi-annually       



Submittal Requirements 
 

 Public Meeting Information 
   Summary of Public Comments 
   Any Written Comments 
   Any Submitted Materials 

 



Operating Units with Proposed Changes 
 

  Drum Storage Unit 
  PCB Building 
  Final Stabilization Unit 
  Bulk Storage Units Phase I and Phase II 
  Landfill 



Drum Storage Unit  



Drum Storage Unit 



Drum Storage Unit  
 Current Basic Operations  

     Storage of RCRA ( Federal Hazardous Waste), Non-  
    RCRA(California Hazardous Waste), and Non-  
     Hazardous  waste 

      Consolidation (example: small or partial containers        
          emptied into a larger container) 
       Repacking (example: small containers packed  into a     
          larger container) 
       Decanting (example: liquid containers emptied into  
           a tanker truck) 



Drum Storage Unit 
 

  Proposed Additional Basic Operations  
     Bulking (example: solid containers emptied into a roll  
        off container) 



PCB Building 



PCB Building 



PCB Building 
  Current Basic Operations  

     Storage of TSCA (PCB) waste 
     Draining and Flushing of Transformers 
     Consolidation  
      Repacking  
      Decanting   

  Proposed Additional Basic Operations  
      Outside Containment Area 
       Bulking    



Final Stabilization Unit  



Final Stabilization Unit 
 

  Current Basic Operations  
  Stabilization of RCRA and Non-RCRA waste 
  Solidification of RCRA, Non-RCRA  and Non-  
      Hazardous waste                      
    Macroencapsulation of RCRA waste 
    Microencapsulation of RCRA waste 

      



Final Stabilization Unit 
 Proposed Additional Basic Operations  

   Stabilization of RCRA and Non-RCRA waste  
       containing TSCA waste 
    Solidification of RCRA, Non-RCRA and Non- 
       Hazardous waste containing TSCA waste 
    Shredding of waste for microencapsulation 
    Temporary storage of waste in the treatment tanks 
    Bulking of waste in the treatment tanks 

 
      



Bulk Storage Unit Phase I 



Bulk Storage Unit Phase II 



Bulk Storage Units Phase I and Phase II 
  Current Basic Operations  
   Phase I  

     Storage of treated RCRA, Non-RCRA and Non- 
        Hazardous waste 
    Temporary storage of Untreated RCRA, Non-RCRA  
        and Non-Hazardous waste  
     Sealing of Macroencapsulation Vaults    

   Phase II 
    Storage of treated and untreated RCRA, Non-   
       RCRA and Non-Hazardous waste 



Bulk Storage Unit Phase I and Phase II 
 

 Proposed  Additional Basic Operations  
   Phase I 

     Storage of treated RCRA, Non-RCRA and Non-   
        Hazardous waste containing TSCA waste 

   Phase II 
   Storage of treated and untreated RCRA, Non-RCRA   
       and Non-Hazardous waste containing TSCA waste 
  



Landfill B18 Phases I/II 



Landfill B18 

  Current Basic Operations  
 TSCA,  RCRA, Non-RCRA, Non-Hazardous disposal 

 Proposed Additional Basic Operations  
  Macroencapsulation, within the footprint of the landfill, 

with sheet HDPE 
  Temporary storage of treated waste, within the footprint 

of the landfill, on visqueen and covered  
  Temporary storage of untreated waste, within the  

footprint of the landfill, in containers 





 

  

Spanish Version 





Empresa Waste Management 

Instalación de Kettleman Hills 
 

Reunión Publica 

Solicitud de Renovación del Permiso Parte B  

 

Bob Henry 

Gerente Principal del Distrito 

 

30 de enero, 2013 



Requisitos de la Reunión Publica 
 
 Agencia de Protección Ambiental de los Estados Unidos 

 Código federal de regulaciones (CFR) Titulo 40 Parte 271  

 
 Departamento de Control de Substancias Tóxicas de California 

 Código de regulaciones de California (CCR) Titulo 22 
Sección 66271.31 

 
 

 



Requisitos de la Reunión Publica 
 Se requiere una reunión pública cuando se renueva la Parte 

B de un permiso, si la solicitud de renovación incluye un 
elemento que de lo contrario requeriría una solicitud de 
modificación de permiso de clase 3 
 

 La empresa Waste Management originalmente presentó una 
solicitud de modificación de permiso de Clase 3 para el 
proyecto de expansión de relleno sanitario en diciembre del 
2008 y ha incluido la solicitud en esta misma solicitud de 
renovación de Parte B 
 



Requisitos de Presentación  
 

 Plan de funcionamiento 
 El plan de funcionamiento detalla medidas de 

cumplimiento y actividades propuestas       
 Estimado de costos para la Clausura / Post-Clausura 

  Detalles del estimado del costo de cierre y, después la 
supervisión las instalaciones con la ampliación propuesta 
del relleno sanitario y la reducción del monitoreo del 
agua subterránea de cada tres (3) meses a cada seis (6) 
meses 

 



Requisitos de Presentación  
 

 Información de la reunión publica 
   Resumen de los comentarios públicos 
   Cualquier comentario por escrito 
   Cualquier material enviado 

 



Unidades en Funcionamiento  
Con Cambios Propuestos  

 

  Unidad de Almacenamiento de Tambores 
  Edificio de PCB  
  Unidad de Estabilización Final 
  Unidades de Almacenamiento en Volumen, Fase I y Fase II  
 Relleno Sanitario 



Unidad de Almacenamiento de Tambores 



Unidad de Almacenamiento de Tambores 



Unidad de Almacenamiento de Tambores 
 Operaciones básicas actuales 

     Almacenaje de RCRA ( Residuos Peligrosos    
   Federales), No-RCRA(Residuos Peligrosos de  
   California), y residuos No-Peligrosos 

      Consolidación (ejemplo: contenedores pequeños o  
   parciales vaciados en un contenedor más grande) 

     Reempaque (ejemplo: contenedores pequeños          
   empacados en un contenedor mas grande) 

     Decantación (ejemplo: contenedores de líquidos se 
   vacían a un camión de cisterna) 



Unidad de Almacenamiento de Tambores 
 

  Operaciones básicas adicionales propuestas  
    Carga en volumen (ejemplo: contenedores sólidos 

vaciados en un contenedor con ruedas) 



Edificio de PCB  



Edificio de PCB  



Edificio de PCB  
 Operaciones básicas actuales  

     Almacenaje de residuos de TSCA (PCB) 
     Drenar y limpiar los transformadores 
     Consolidación  
      Reempaque 
      Decantación   

 Operaciones básicas adicionales propuestas  
      Área de contención a las afueras 
      Carga en volumen 

 



Unidad de Estabilización Final 



Unidad de Estabilización Final 
 

 Operaciones básicas actuales  
  Estabilización del RCRA y residuos de No RCRA 
  Solidificación del RCRA, No-RCRA  y residuos No 

Peligrosos                      
    Macroencapsulación de residuos de RCRA  
    Microencapsulación de residuos de RCRA      



Unidad de Estabilización Final 
 Operaciones básicas adicionales propuestas  

   Estabilización de residuos RCRA y No RCRA 
       que contengan residuos de TSCA 
    Solidificación de RCRA, No-RCRA y residuos No      

  Peligrosos que contengan residuos de TSCA 
    Trituración de residuos de RCRA para la      

  microencapsulación 
    Almacenamiento temporal de residuos en taques de  

  tratamiento  
    Carga en volumen de residuos en los tanques de     

  tratamiento 

 
      



Unidad de Almacenaje en Volumen, Fase I 



Unidad de Almacenaje en Volumen, Fase II 



Unidades de Almacenaje en Volumen, Fase I y Fase II 

 Operaciones básicas actuales  
    Fase I  

     Almacenamiento de RCRA, No-RCRA, y residuos 
   No Peligrosos tratados 

     Almacenamiento temporal de RCRA, No-RCRA y    
   residuos No Peligrosos no tratados 

     Sellado de bóvedas de macroencapsulación     
   Fase II 

     Almacenamiento de RCRA, No-RCRA y residuos  
   Peligrosos tratados y no tratados  



Unidades de Almacenaje en Volumen, Fase I y Fase II 
 

 Operaciones básicas adicionales propuestas  
   Fase I 

   Almacenamiento de RCRA, No-RCRA, y residuos       
 No Peligrosos que contengan residuos de TSCA 

   Fase II 
   Almacenamiento de RCRA, No-RCRAy residuos  

 Peligrosos tratados y no tratados que contengan    
 residuos de TSCA 

  



Relleno Sanitario B18 Fase I/II 



Relleno Sanitario B18 
  Operaciones básicas actuales  

 Eliminación  de  residuos de TSCA,  RCRA, Non-
RCRA, No-Peligrosos 

 Operaciones básicas adicionales propuestas   
  Macroencapsulación, dentro de la superficie del relleno 

sanitario, con la hoja HDPE 
  Almacenamiento temporal de residuos tratados dentro 

de la superficie del relleno sanitario con sabanas de 
platico (Visqueen) y cubierto 

  Almacenamiento temporal de residuos no tratados 
dentro de la superficie del relleno sanitario, en 
contenedores  





 

  

Tab C 
Copy of Sign-in Sheets from Public Meeting 









 

  

Tab D 
Copy of Public Written Comments Submitted at Meeting 





My name is Maria Saucedo and I do not approve on your persistence of asking for a permit to continue 
contaminating the area where we live. I am one of the mothers who’s child was born with birth defects 
and until today we have not received an answer of what happened therefore I do not approve that you 
insist in [obtaining] a permit.  

Sincerely, 

Maria Saucedo 

  





My comment is that you should not expand nor renew the permits because we’re already very 
contaminated and I believe that it’s enough of acting like nothing is going on and many violations of the 
law that you’re aware of and do nothing to stop. 

Ruby Pelayo 

(559) 530-1519 

  





My name is Maria Rangel and came here today because I do not approve of you proposal to expand the 
landfill since we do not want more trash and illnesses in our community. Enough already of 
contaminating us. 

Thank you 

MR 

  





Yo no estoy de acuerdo que Chem Waste obtenga un permiso porque como residente mi familia y nieta 
siempre están enfermas con asma por la contaminación. Por favor respeten a los habitantes de 
Kettleman City. Por dinero Chem Waste no respeta la salud de gente. Nos están enfermando con toda la 
basura que tiene. Por favor entiendan que deben detener el permiso. En mi opinión yo creo que ustedes 
no están en lo correcto  lo que dicen. ¿Porque los multan? Los han multado en muchas ocasiones por 
que su empresa no está correcta.  

Dolores Moreno 

  





Estoy preocupada con la renovación del permiso de CW. Yo creo que no es ningún accidente que  hijos 
de la gente de Kettleman City han perdido la vida. Yo creo que a la larga tendremos testigos de una 
triste historia de cómo décadas de tirar basura en Kettleman City ha damnificado seriamente a los niños. 

Detengan el permiso 

Detengan las muertes! 



 

  

Tab E 
Copy of Transcript of Public Meeting Proceedings 
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CHEMICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC.

KETTLEMAN HILLS FACILITY

RCRA Part B Permit Renewal Application

Public Meeting

January 30, 2013

Kettleman City Elementary School Cafeteria

6:00 p.m.
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WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were had,

to wit:

---o0o---(JAG)

MR. BARRERA: All right, welcome, bien

venidos. We're going to start in about two, three

minutes.

(Speaking Spanish.)

All right. So first of all, thank you for

coming and taking time out of your time to be here. My

name is Cecilio Barrera, the Community Relations

Manager for the Kettleman Hills facility. And we're

going to have a presentation.

But before that we're going to thank the

school for letting us use their facility. And we're

going to have the principal that's going to go over

some of the rules for tonight, okay?

MR. RUIZ: Hello, my name is Juan Ruiz. I'm

the Principal here at Kettleman City. And I'd like to

welcome everybody here.

But before we begin I just wanted to make sure

that everybody understands there's some exits in the

back, there's also an exit here on the side. The

rest rooms are right here to my right. Kind of

remember they are for the kindergartners, so they are a

little bit small. But if you need to go, that's where
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they're at.

I also wanted to remind you that there is a

sign-in sheet if you wish to sign in.

We have refreshments, there's refreshments in

the back if you haven't had the opportunity to go back

there and get coffee or water.

And with that, we're going to start with our

keynote speaker, Senior District Manager Bob Henry.

MR. HENRY: Thank you. Again, good evening,

ladies and gentlemen. My name is Bob Henry, I'm the

Senior District Manager for the Chemical Waste

Management, Kettleman Hills Facility.

If you would go ahead and...

This evening we have English over here on your

left, and on your right we have the presentation in

Spanish. So we have that available for both.

One of the things I want to start out by

talking about is the meeting tonight. The meeting

tonight is regarding our Part B Operating Permit. Our

Operating Permit is good for ten years. Okay. It

expires June 16th of this year. Okay. That's the

Operating Permit for the facility. So every ten years

we have to renew that.

Included in that application is Landfill Unit

B18 Phase III, the Landfill Expansion Project. It's
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our understanding that DTSC will process and make a

decision either yes or no on the landfill expansion

prior to making a decision on our Operating Permit

renewal. Okay. So that's what we believe the order to

be.

Next slide, please.

Public meeting requirements for USEPA under

the Code of Federal Requirements, they have

responsibility for the meeting tonight. And that's

through the authorization of the State Hazardous Waste

Program. And the DTSC through the California Code of

Regulations under CCR, they also have it, and that

particular citation is for the permit renewal for the

public meeting. So the requirements of the permit

renewal.

Public meeting requirements, again, a public

meeting is required when renewing the Part B Permit if

the renewal application includes an item that would

otherwise require Class 3 Permit Modification Request.

Again, the Landfill Unit B18 Phase III, the landfill

expansion, would be a Phase III permit modification,

those are the most complex. That's why we have to have

the public meeting tonight.

There are also other items contained within

the application that would be considered a class 3



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

5

permit model. But the landfill expansion is the most

significant.

Submittal requirements. There's basically

three. First is the operation plan, which details

compliance measures and proposed activities. This

includes everything from general facility description

to specific information on container management, tank

management, to insurance policies. Which is

approximately --

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Excuse me, excuse me, I

think we need to fix the translation system, it's not

working correctly.

THE INTERPRETER: There's some dead spots.

But they're...

MR. HENRY: Could they maybe come forward.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I don't know where she

might want them. Maybe that way or...

MR. HENRY: We have lots of room up front.

Ramon, is yours working up here?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: It's not working.

MR. HENRY: It's not working?

Folks, let's just take a quick minute, I want

to make sure the headsets are working.

THE INTERPRETER: Just some dead spots.

MR. HENRY: If you could let everyone know



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

6

there's a dead spot.

THE INTERPRETER: We're okay now. Except that

gentleman.

MR. HENRY: Ladies, are we good now? If you'd

like, there's plenty of chairs up front.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: (Speaking Spanish.)

MR. HENRY: We're good?

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, we're good.

MR. HENRY: All right, so for the submittal

requirements there's three submittals: The operation

plan. We have one of those on the back table.

Actually we have two copies, it's about a three inch

thick book.

Then we also have to have what's called the

closure/post-closure cost estimate. It's a cost

estimate that details the cost to close and then

monitor the facility with proposed landfill expansion.

And the groundwater monitoring reduction from quarterly

to semiannually.

When I say close -- close the facility, that

would include putting caps on the landfills. They

reach a certain capacity and then you put a closure cap

on them. For some of the buildings it would include

decontaminating the building if it is contaminated or

at least clean the building. And then for post closure
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that includes the groundwater monitoring inspection

costs and routine maintenance costs.

So we have to include with our ten year

operation plan a cost for closure/post-closure of the

facility.

Next slide, please.

We also have to include information about the

meeting tonight. We're interested in what everyone

here has to say about the renewal application.

As far as doing notifications about the

meeting, we did notifications in the newspaper, on

radio, we did postings at the facility and in town, and

then we did a mailer to everyone who is a post office

box holder here in Kettleman, and everyone on the DTSC

mailing list. So we did our utmost to make sure

everyone had information about the meeting tonight.

With the -- with the public meeting, a summary

of the public meeting discussions will be given to

DTSC. Okay. We have do a summary of the meeting

discussions and give that to DTSC. And any submitted

information will be given to DTSC. If you have

something written, that you have written, you have a

question or something like that that you want to give

to DTSC, there is a box on the sign-in table, give that

-- put your information in the box. And Bob Mason over
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here on the right with CH2MHILL, the consultant who's

putting the documents together, he'll collect that and

he will be submitting that to DTSC.

So there will be three pieces: The ops plan,

closure/post-closure, cost estimate, and then any

submitted materials, plus the information collected

here tonight.

The operating units with proposed changes.

The first one up there says the drum storage unit.

Okay. That is where we do container storage. The

next, PCB Building, we do bulk liquid storage,

container storage, and drain and flush activity for

transformers. The next one, the final stabilization

unit, that's our treatment unit. That's where we treat

the waste before it goes to the landfill. Bulk storage

units Phase I and II, that again is container storage,

but it's the type of container that's typically on the

bulk storage units or roll off containers. And then

the last, the landfill. And in addition to asking for

expansion of the landfill, there's a couple changes

we're looking at as well. But that is the disposal

units.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: What are the changes?

MR. HENRY: Pardon me?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: You said there's a couple



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

9

of changes, what are they?

MR. HENRY: I'm going to be detailing all the

changes for each one of the units. Thank you.

The drum storage unit, this is where we do

container storage. You'll have drums at this location

could be steel, plastic, fiber, things like that.

You'll also have boxes, cardboard boxes, Gaylord boxes,

that will be on the -- in storage at the drum storage

unit. Super sacks, which are made of fabric. You'll

also see totes, which are usually plastic, and it's a

small -- similar to a small tank, plastic tank with a

steel cage. And then there's float-ins that we'll

typically have on the drum storage unit as well. So

those are the types of containers we would have at this

particular unit.

Next slide, please.

This is looking on the drum storage unit. We

separate the contain -- we separate containers by

storage bays. If you notice the concrete curbs right

here, concrete curbs right here, there's nine different

storage bays. So we sort them by the storage bays,

sort by compatibility.

The drum storage unit has a double containment

system. The concrete that the drum actually sits on is

a containment system. And then below the concrete we
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have an HDPE high density polyethylene liner. Each

have their own sumps to add for environmental

protection.

Also, how we track the drums through the

system is through a barcode label. So we know when it

arrives, what's in it, and where it's at on the drum

pad. The yellow label that you're looking at right

here on the right, that's a hazardous waste label. And

the white one to the left, that is the actual barcode

label.

Next slide, please.

For the drum storage unit I did the current

basic -- current basic operations that we do at the

drum storage unit. Again, as the name indicates,

storage of RCRA waste, or the federally hazardous

waste, Non-RCRA, or California hazardous waste only,

and nonhazardous waste. So those are the type

materials that we store on the drum storage unit.

We also do consolidation. Consolidation

example, small or partial containers emptied into a

larger container. An example of that would be if a

generator had aerosol cans that you and I use. Paint

cans. Okay. They have a partial drum. They ship it

in. Somebody else has a partial drum. They ship it

in. What we would do at our drum pad then would be
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empty the two drums into a single drum and ship those

off site. Okay? So consolidating the drums.

The next is repackaging. Example, small

containers packed into a larger container. Laboratory

vials, laboratory chemicals that you'll use at a high

school. What we can do there is we'll receive those in

small containers, repack them into a larger container,

and send them on out.

Decanting, example there is liquid containers

emptied into a tank or a truck, and I'll be able to

show you a picture of one of the totes that we actually

emptied with a truck into the -- from the tote into the

truck, and called decanting.

Next slide, please.

Proposed additional basic operation. What

we're looking to do here is bulk at the drum storage

unit. This is where you would take a drum that's on

the pad and you would empty it into a roll off

container. Why would you want to do that? We would

want to put a load together, a roll off container

together to go for treatment or possibly off site for

treatment and disposal at another site. But, again,

you're consolidating those drums, emptying those drums

into a roll off container. Then when it goes to

stabilization you can do a full load versus waiting for
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all the drums to be emptied.

Next slide, please.

PCB building, what I want to point out are

these little -- these are actually what are called

totes. And they're right on the -- adjacent to the PCB

building in containment. These tanks right here, so

you see a plastic tank, poly tank, with a steel cage

around it. So those are the totes that we're talking

about decanting.

At the PCB building, inside the building we do

bulk liquid storage, container storage, and we also

drain and flush transformers. Okay. When you think

about a transformer, it's no different than the ones

that are on the poles, right here on the power pole.

You see transformers located right here, same picture,

and over here.

Next slide.

Photo of the interior of the PCB building.

You look at the floor, you can see it's epoxy coated

concrete floor and walls. The walls go up about 18

inches and they're epoxy coated as well. It also has

an enclosed drainage sump, so if anything was to leak,

it would go into the enclosed drainage sump. So all

this is epoxy coated concrete. And then on the walls

around the perimeter of the building the enclosed
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sumps. So if anything leaked through the tank or

through the drum, it would go in here and we would

collect it and clean it up. While they do their

operation, they do the operation on this clean hard

plastic.

Next slide, please.

Current basic operations. Storage of TSCA or

PCB waste, draining and flushing of transformers,

again, same thing as the drum had, consolidation,

repacking, decanting.

The proposed additional basic operation, I'm

going to go back to the outside containment area. So,

ladies, if you'd go back. One more. That one. Good.

Thank you.

What we're talking about here is doing

activities in the new containment area. This

containment area was built just exactly like the

foundation for the building. It is epoxy coated, 18

inches high, has an enclosed sump. You'll ask why do

you need it? Sometimes you have transformers that are

large and can't fit inside the building that we need to

process. Therefore, we need a containment area to be

able to process those. So if there was a drip, that it

would be caught in the containment structure. Being

that this is outside, we do get precipitation, and that
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is what is in the totes, rain water that you see

adjacent to the building.

Going back, next slide. Next slide. Yes.

So using the outside containment area and then

also bulking at this location as well.

This photo is our stabilization unit and our

bulk storage units. Stabilization unit right here,

bulk storage unit Phase II right here, bulk storage

unit Phase I over here. What we do at this unit, we do

stabilization of RCRA and Non-RCRA material.

Stabilization is the chemical fixation of the hazardous

constituent in that particular waste stream. And how

you do that is by typically we'll add cement and turn

it into basically a concrete before it goes into the

landfill. We also do solidif --

I'm sorry, next slide, please.

We'll do solidification, which is just what it

means. We turn a thick -- change the physical state of

the waste from a liquid to a solid. Again, it will

turn out looking like a concrete when it goes into the

landfill.

And then finally, we do macroencapsulation of

RCRA waste and microencapsulation. This is debris

treatment, this is materials that you can't treat

through stabilization. And we do that by isolating the
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waste with either HDPE or plastic before we put it in

the landfill. So you put it -- it still goes into the

landfill, but you coat it with plastic, cover it with

plastic, or you cover it with cement, depending upon

what type of material it is, the physical state of the

material.

Next slide, please.

Proposed additional basic operations,

basically the stabilization and solidification, what

we're wanting to add in addition to the RCRA and

Non-RCRA treatment of waste and the non-haz is to add

TSCA waste to solidification and stabilization. Why do

you need that? A lot of times when they have a cleanup

activity you will have a RCRA or Non-RCRA or metal

contaminated waste that also has contamination with

PCB's. There is no place in the state to take that

type of material. That's why we're looking to be able

to do that.

The next, shredding of waste for

microencapsulation. Again, this is RCRA treatment.

This is where you're trying to isolate the material

within the landfill. You can do that through macro

secure vaults, you can do that by microencapsulation.

What we're looking here to do is to precondition the

material, the waste, by shredding it and then coat it
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with cement before we put it in the landfill.

We're also looking for clarification on the

temporary storage of waste in the treatment tanks.

Sometimes we'll have breakdowns, sometimes what we'll

end up having -- needing to do is because of the

schedule. So a temporary storage period of time for

the waste to remain in the tanks.

Also bulking of waste in the treatment tank,

similar to what we were talking about before, being

able to put empty loads and put loads together.

Next slide, please.

Bulk storage unit Phase I, this particular

storage area has a single HDPE liner or plastic liner

underneath it. It's for the treated material in the

low gray roll off boxes. Okay. The treated material

would go in these boxes, steel roll off containers with

steel lids. This area right here, this little tan

area, that's for placing the lids on the macro secure

vaults. There's an asphalt area right here within the

bulk storage unit, and that's where we're permitted to

stage temporarily drums for treatment at the FSU. So

it's a temporary storage area.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: It's not concrete?

MR. HENRY: The question was is it concrete?

No. What we have out there is a foundation layer, a
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HDPE and then aggregate or gravel on top of it. And

where the drums are staged is on asphalt. But it has

that liner under everything.

Phase II, very similar to Phase I, other than

it has a double liner system and it can handle both

treated and untreated materials. It can be staged

there before it goes into the stabilization unit for

treatment or off site.

Next slide, please.

I'll go through this a little quicker. Bulk

storage units Phase I and II, we can store our RCRA,

Non-RCRA, and nonhazardous waste, temporary storage of

untreated waste, this would be the drums on the asphalt

area, sealing of the macro vaults, we talked about

that. BSU II, both treated and untreated RCRA,

Non-RCRA, non haz. That's what we're currently doing.

Next slide.

What we're asking for is to be able to store

TSCA materials. Again, I talked about those projects

where you have a RCRA/Non-RCRA hazardous waste that has

PCB's in there as well, we would bring that in, store

it on BSU II until we can treat it. After we treat it

then we would take it over to bulk storage unit Phase I

pending analytical analysis. So we have to test it

before we can take it to the landfill.
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Next slide.

Landfill unit B18 Phases I and II. This is

the Landfill Expansion Project, okay. We've already

submitted our Class 3 Permit Modification request for

building like the B18 Phase III. What you're seeing

out here is B18 Phases I and II.

This particular landfill has a double HDPE or

plastic liner and a leachate collection and removal

system. What we're requesting is to be able to extend

the clay liner and HDPE liner across the road, up the

hillside. The anchor -- the landfill actually

terminates right here at the anchor trench. We would

take the clay liner that exists out there, go across

the road, go up the side slope about to this elevation

where there's a well, go around the perimeter of the

landfill, we would occupy 14 acres of our property,

it's not where we have to go buy property or anything

like that, we own the property, and expand the

landfill. So 14 acres around the perimeter of the

landfill, extending the clay liner, extending the

double geocomposite liner, the geosynthetic, the liner,

up the side slope as well, and then we would have to

move the leachate collection and removal systems to the

top of the slope.

Next slide, please.
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Current basic operations. We do disposal of

TSCA materials or your PCB's in the landfill. We

dispose of RCRA, which could be the stabilized

materials, Non-RCRA, you take -- dispose of those type

materials as well. Again, TSCA is federal, RCRA is

federal, Non-RCRA would be California only, and

nonhazardous disposal as well.

Quick clarification: For all the non haz I'm

talking about, this does not include municipal solid

waste. It would be materials, contaminated soils that

don't meet the definition of a Non-RCRA.

Proposed additional basic operations,

macroencapsulation within the footprint of the landfill

with sheet HDPE, again for debris treatment we're

talking that we currently do macroencapsulation with

the vault, and then we also do microencapsulation with

cement by coating it. What we're looking at here is to

put the HDPE in the landfill, lay the sheet out, put

the waste on top of it, fold the sheet back over, and

seal it. This is a similar operation to what some of

the other class 1 hazardous waste facilities do.

Next is temporary storage of treated waste

within the footprint of the landfill on visqueen and

covered. Again, another similar operation. This would

be taking it to the landfill after it's been
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stabilized, putting it on visqueen, covering it with

the material, and then waiting for the analytical

results to come back. And then if it passes it gets

disposed, if it doesn't we would have to take it --

pick it back up and retreat it.

The last one, temporary storage of untreated

waste within the footprint of the landfill in

containers. Again, this is a similar operation. And

what we would do is have treated -- or excuse me,

untreated material in the roll off containers, in those

steel containers, sitting in the landfill. Both these

last two items, remember that the landfill has a double

HDPE liner and leachate collection system for

containment. Okay.

One of the things that will happen after the

meeting night and we'll do our submittal to the DTSC

regarding our ops plan, the closure cost estimate, and

whatever questions we get out of the Q and A's a little

bit later is that all this information will be given to

DTSC. They will have to decide whether or not they

want to do a permit renewal or not. But during that

process you will have an opportunity to go to a public

hearing as well. So don't think this is your only

chance to talk about what's going on with the permit

renewal. Okay. So there will be a public hearing.
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DTSC will run that particular meeting. Okay, but there

will be a public hearing at a later date.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Bob, you might want to

have that translated because it's not working for

everybody back here. The translation is horrible.

MR. HENRY: Okay, I'll mention it again real

quick is what will happen as far as changes, what will

end up taking place is we will submit our operations

plan, we'll submit our closure cost estimate, we'll

submit the information from tonight's meeting, all that

will go to DTSC. They will evaluate the information,

they will hold a public hearing, and after they're done

with the public hearing they will make a decision on

whether or not to approve the facility.

---oOo---(CF)

Next slide, ladies. Okay, that concludes my

presentation of what we're looking to change this

evening in our operations plan and the closure cost

estimate.

We do have some folks here this evening from

the various agencies and they are willing to talk to

you. We have from the USEPA Region IX Dr. Patrick

Wilson; also from USEPA Region IX Caleb Shaffer and

Edwin Poalinelli; from DTSC Wayne Lorentzen; from DTSC

Nathan Schumacher; from the Regional Water Quality
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Control Board Doug Patterson; San Joaquin Valley Air

Pollution Control District Jim Swaney; and from Kings

County Health Department we have Mr. Keith Winkler up

here in the front row, and Dr. McClain.

What I would like to do at this time is I'm

going to turn it back over to Principal Ruiz for Q and

A, I suppose.

MR. RUIZ: (Spanish spoken.) I would like to

remind everybody if you would like to make a comment,

there is a box in the back. If you want to have a

written comment, you're more than welcome to go back

there and put it in the box. If you'd like to come up

to the front and ask a question or make a comment,

you're more than free to come up. And so if anybody

would like to come up, the microphone is here for you.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: Hi, good evening. My

name is Maricela Mares-Alatorre with People for Clean

Air and Water of Kettleman City and a resident of

Kettleman City for the past 34 years.

I had a question regarding the numerous TSCA

and RCRA violations that this plant has had in the past

20 years. I have a list that includes improper

disposal, non-reporting PCB's outside of where they're

supposed to be, the stability of the landfill. This is

an incomplete list and there are 7 TSCA violations and
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14 RCRA violations in the past 20 years. So I'm

wondering how does this permit renewal take into

account these chronic violations, and is there a system

where you address them during the renewal of the

permit? Is that taken into account whether a company

that has so many chronic violations should be renewed

or not? I'm wondering if that -- if that's something

that happens during the process.

MR. HENRY: I understood your question --

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: Should I say it in

Spanish or translate it?

MR. RUIZ: If she can say it in Spanish, I

don't know that you can translate all of it. Do you

remember all of it?

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: I can translate it in

Spanish. I'm pretty competent to translate in Spanish.

(Spanish spoken.)

MR. HENRY: Regarding the citations that we

received over the last 20 years, we actually provide

that information to USEPA and they do take it into

account when making a permit decision. Over the

20-year period there's been a few -- several citations.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: Several or 14?

MR. HENRY: When we receive one, we work

diligently with whatever agency may have issued it and
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supply whatever information they request. We do that

in order to do full disclosure and transparent

disclosure. We do that in order to reach a resolution.

Once that resolution is met, whatever changes that need

to be made at the facility are made as it's our goal to

be in a hundred percent compliance with the rules and

regulations.

MR. RUIZ: (Spanish spoken.) Do you want to

come up here, please?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: In one of the

presentations you mentioned that things might not stay

there, they might be transported to other facilities,

and I was wondering if you would identify what those

other facilities were?

MR. HENRY: As I mentioned earlier, we would

bulk loads, what have you, for offsite disposal for

processes that we are not permitted to do at the

facility. We're not permitted to do incineration,

fuels blending. So there's certain things that we're

not permitted, but we still may need to -- we may

receive that waste and then have to ship it on to the

facility that is permitted to take care of it.

We use a variety of facilities. So we use

multiple companies for incineration located in

California. The same thing with fuels -- fuels
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blending, we use the Viola facility in Southern

California. And there's a list of other facilities

that we will use out of state.

MR. RUIZ: (Spanish spoken.)

MS. SAUCEDO: Good evening. My name is Maria

Saucedo. I'm here to ask you a question. I mean, you

think that by painting everything -- painting such a

pretty picture for us it's going to be okay because

everything is very pretty there on the monitor, but --

but with so many violations you received who is going

to reassure us that we're going to be safe in the place

where we live?

And I'm very angry because you are still

insisting on getting a permit and to date we still have

not received any answer from any group or any

organization answering the question as to why our

children are being born with deformities and why are

people still dying of cancer? Thank you.

MR. HENRY: As a father of three children, my

heart goes out to the families, the children that have

been impacted, but I must state that from all the -- I

must state from all the testing and studies that have

been done on the facility --

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: What studies are you

talking about? You've never done any studies.
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MR. HENRY: In 2010 the Cal -- Cal EPA did a

study. We've also had studies done by USEPA and by

DTSC and they've all had one consistent conclusion:

The Kettleman Hills Facility is not adversely affecting

the community of Kettleman City. As far as what is

causing the birth defects, I am not aware of what is

causing them. That is something I can't answer.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Recently in Fresno there

was an airplane accident and it was a good thing the

student and teacher didn't get hurt. And you all are

real close to the Lemoore Naval Station, and I know

that you're doing the study on how to close -- you

know, if you have to close how to close the operation,

and I just wonder where in those many binders there's a

plan of action in case there's a terrorist act or one

of our Navy guys falls into the plant, you know. I'm

not paranoid.

MR. RUIZ: (Spanish spoken.)

MR. HENRY: One of the chapters within the

operations plan is called our contingency plan. And

that includes the facility's response to releases,

spills, a variety of items. I can tell you I didn't

look at jets hitting the site, but the response, ma'am,

would be the same. It would be a fire and an emergency

activity. We would involve a sheriff, the ambulance
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and fire department in resolving it as quickly as

possible, and we have arrangements made with those

particular agencies for all types of incidents.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: That would contain the

PCB's? Do you got a plan to contain the PCB's if such

a terrorist act would occur?

MR. HENRY: Ladies, can you go back to the PCB

building a moment? The interior. Okay, I can do it

from over here. The question was how do we contain the

PCB's in the event of some terrorist act.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: But this is before you

put in the cement, right?

MR. HENRY: Yes.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I'm more worried about

the cement.

MR. HENRY: The bulk storage we do in the PCB

building is in this tank right here. It's limited to

7500 gallons in the new operation plant. The drums you

see, some are liquid, have liquid content, some have

solids. They're limited to 355 gallon equivalents.

All of the -- if it was -- if the drums were all liquid

and the drums all leaked and the tank all leaked when

full, the contents in the drums and in the tank would

all fit in the building below that 18-inch curb. That

would be PCB's in storage.
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Go to B18 I/II please, ladies. This is the

Landfill Unit B18 Phases I and II that we're looking to

expand. You have clean soil right here on the side

slopes, hazardous waste is under the clean soil. The

PCB's would be buried within the landfill. The only

PCB's that are going to be in the landfill will be

solids. And the only portion of the liner that doesn't

have waste over it at this time is the -- is from this

drainage ditch to the road.

If we were to have a plane crash, the energy

impact into this waste would not affect the containment

system. After the landfill closes, a cover cap is put

over it and extends past the drainage ditch. So it

caps the existing liner system on the bottom, the cap

goes out past where the anchor trench is for the liner

system. So after closure if you had an impact, you may

have to repair the cap, but you would not have to

repair the liner.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: That's if a plane

crashed. A nuclear bomb?

MR. HENRY: It's going to be similar. This is

not for -- in looking at terrorist attacks, this is not

a facility that's high on the list.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: It should be.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: In 1984 -- I'm sorry, in
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1984 you got a violation for -- there was a violation

in 1984 for failure to secure unlawful entry into your

facility. So I know it's been a while, but I guess

somebody was considering the possibility of

unauthorized entry because you got a violation out of

it.

MR. HENRY: The comment was that in 1984 we

received a violation -- citation for unlawful entry?

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: For failure to secure it

from unlawful entry.

MR. HENRY: From whom?

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: That's just what the

violation -- I'm assuming someone that would sabotage

it or...

MR. HENRY: Well, I don't -- I'm not familiar

with that particular violation. I know in about that

time period we did receive a violation for having the

danger signs. They're supposed to be 200 feet -- no

more than 200 feet apart. And I believe it was the

County that fined us because they were a little bit

over that.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: It was a RCRA violation.

MR. HENRY: Maricela, if you would like, I

mean we can sit down and go over the list at a later

time. You have me at a little bit of a disadvantage if
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you're on the internet here.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: Failure to minimize the

possibility of unauthorized entrance, the gates were

not secured and appropriate warning signs were not

posted.

MR. RUIZ: It's hard to hear. If you want to

come up and make the comment, come up to the microphone

and then make your comment.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: My question was that

there was a violation in 1984 for failure to minimize

the possibility of unauthorized entry. Two gates were

not secured and appropriate danger signs were not

posted. So I think the comment that Mary made is a

valid comment because obviously somebody is worried

about whether someone could get in and sabotage it, a

terrorist. I don't know what our mentality was in

1984, but apparently there was a violation for that.

(Spanish spoken.)

MR. HENRY: I'm not aware of the exact

citation, but since 1984 there's been some significant

changes. We do have around -- we own 1600 acres. We

have a barbwire fence around the entire 1600 acres with

locked gates. And then as part of the operations area

for the facility and as a mitigation measure for U.S.

Fish & Wildlife we have a chain-link fence
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approximately six feet above grade, two feet below

grade with concrete thresholds at every one of the gate

openings that we keep -- that we keep locked. It

provides two items: It provides security for the

facility, but its main purpose is to keep out the San

Joaquin kit fox.

MR. RUIZ: (Spanish spoken.)

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: The pictures are

beautiful. I really liked them a lot. Almost like to

put it as decoration at the White House at the

President's house so they can see how pretty Kettleman

City is. Unfortunately we are dying here. It's all

due -- and it's all the fault of that industry which is

here in our city. And unfortunately all we end up with

and all we get is either the cemetery and all the

illnesses. Because if you come to Kettleman City, we

don't even have sidewalks.

We are going on approximately 30 years

fighting against this. All of the agencies come and

even some are -- some of the representatives have even

cried. The people that have visited the city have

cried due to the disgrace we are currently living in.

But as soon as the meeting is over and what was spoken

about, they run it through the private part you use

when you use the bathroom, because you do not -- you do



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

32

absolutely nothing for the community. So it's

really -- so it's really no good for us to come and

complain, to have meetings, because no agency listens

to us or pays attention to us.

And Kettleman City's story or history tells it

all. They come, people come, people complain, and at

the end they promise -- at the end they promise to give

us help to do research and investigate. Supposedly

they put monitors and what have you, but who really saw

them? Who saw the monitors? I asked the scientist who

came here once that supposedly the monitors had been

installed and supposedly Chem Waste's monitor was the

cleanest, but if that's the case, then why does Waste

Management receive so many fines and violations?

Hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines. And still

the agencies continue giving them permits, the agencies

that supposedly are defending us. Where is justice?

It's only with the rich people and not with us because

we are poor people.

Everything that was spoken starting about 30

years ago have been blown away by the wind because

you've done absolutely nothing. You don't have a

license to operate, but yet you do receive special

permits. What I would like is also to get a special

permit, but I don't have a license. Anyway, that's
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what happens, right? Everybody does it. It's valid.

Thank you very much.

---o0o---(JAG)

MR. RUIZ: Anybody want to make a comment?

Questions?

MS. MORENO: Hello, my name is Theresa Moreno.

I'm a resident in Kettleman City. And I have a

question for you guys. What happens with the plastic

covers on the floor in the PCB building when you have a

spill? Because I know that you have had spills, I read

in the paper last night that you got cited for the 72

spills. Thank you.

MR. HENRY: Ladies, if you would go to the

interior of the PCB building.

The question was on the plastic inside the

building, that's one of the two. The plastic that we

have inside the building, the technicians that work in

the building, if there's any PCB's that get on this,

any liquid, they pick the plastic up, it will go in a

drum, and it will go to the landfill. It doesn't get

reused, it gets thrown away.

MS. MORENO: I thought that was epoxy or

something, you said it was layered with epoxy.

MR. HENRY: The gray area is epoxy. The

yellow is where we're allowed to put the drums in on a
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wooden pallet. And as an additional measure we put

visqueen or plastic down for the guys to work on.

Go to the exterior shot a minute. These

little containers, these five gallon buckets, are just

filled with sand. And when we're working we'll have

plastic going down the ramp, across and up the ramp.

Even though it's in containment, we're putting that

additional layer there, so if we do drip we just pick

it up and throw the plastic away.

Your other question was regarding the spills.

The spills that were reported by DTSC in the citation

involved third party transportation vehicles coming to

our site, and involves a reporting requirement that the

facility is working out with DTSC at this time. When

DTSC brought this to our attention we immediately

responded and cooperated with DTSC. We hope to reach

resolution with DTSC as we already have made changes to

our reporting procedures per what was stated in the

citation.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Okay, I just want -- I

have a question about the liners you use. How about if

those liners underneath there, underneath all your

facility go bad and they start tearing?

I also want to point out something disturbing

that I saw earlier on today on DTSC's website. Under
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your list of violations, when we try to click on your

link it brings up an error code, it won't list them.

Which is pretty convenient, right?

And then another thing I'd like to mention is

why would DTSC -- why DTSC would give you guys another

chance to make more mistakes. I mean, if I did

something illegal, I'm sure, with all the police force

you guys bring out here, I'd be punished severely. So

I want to ask why would DTSC ever consider to allow

Chem Waste to keep making all these mistakes and

further polluting our town more than it is. I don't

think they give a criminal as many chances as they've

given this facility.

And I hope that your decision is right and you

don't let them keep on going with this; the townspeople

would appreciate it. Thank you.

MR. HENRY: Regarding the liner components,

when building a landfill all the components in the

landfill, the HDPE, the geocomposite, the boundary,

with the geonet between it, the leachate collection

removal pipes, all go through what's called EPA method

9090 testing. EPA method 9090 testing. That's where

they test the components for degradation over a period

of time when submerged in the leachate. They only

allow materials to be used to build the landfill that
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pass that test.

As far as your statement on the DTSC website,

I have no control. Possibly a great question for

Nathan after the meeting.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Relating to that, I've

gone on several manufacturers' web sites for those

liners, and they say that the shelf life of those

liners is 30 years. Is that true? (Speaking Spanish.)

MR. HENRY: The application of the liner is if

it's going to be with no UV or with UV, it's going to

affect it. Sunlight. You can't give it a general

number of how long it lasts, it depends on the

application used.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: But they're not eternal?

MR. HENRY: I don't know of anything that's

eternal.

One of the things we do to meet minimum

technology requirements for a landfill, we're required

to put three feet of clay, compacted to one times seven

minus centimeter per second. Compacted. One times

seven minus centimeter per second. All right. You

have the compacted clay and then you have the HDPE

liners above it. You have the leachate collection

pipes that pull any liquids out of the landfill. When

the landfill is full you put a cap over the top,
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continue to remove any liquids. And knowing about the

regulation and the general statement of a prohibition

for putting liquids in the landfill, you end up pulling

all the liquids out of the landfill over a very short

period. So you have dry waste and it's isolated with

the clay liners below it and the HD -- and the HDPE --

HDPE over the top with 30 inches of vegetative soil

over the top as well. And that is what you go -- and

that's what goes through post closure.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: And how does that work

with the bioreactor project where you're actually

adding liquid into the waste to speed up the

decomposition? You're not leaching out the liquid

there, you're actually adding heated liquid.

MR. HENRY: All right, we're talking about two

different things.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: But it begs the question

because it also has a liner, so. (Speaking Spanish.)

MR. HENRY: Two different -- two different

landfills. Hazardous waste landfill, prohibition,

liquids. General statement, lab packs may have a very

small amount of liquid in a vial or something like

that.

Bioreactor, adding liquids, we do that for the

benefit of consolidation so we don't have to build
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landfills as quickly, we can put more volume in it. It

also gets the landfill gas, 50 percent being methane,

out of the landfill quickly. Over very quickly.

The liquids that end up in the leachate

collection and removal system in the bioreactor are put

back into the landfill. But, again, at the end of

putting that last lift in, concluding the bioreactor

project, we stop adding liquid, we put the cap over the

landfill, and continue to pull the liquids out that

accumulate in the sump for the leachate collection and

removal system. That's part of the closure -- closure

is when you put the cap on. The post-closure is the

act of monitoring landfill and pulling those liquids

out. One of them.

What you want to do with your landfills is

after you put the caps on they become -- the waste

inside the landfill, you dry it out by pulling the

liquids off. And in the hazardous landfill, based on

the regulations, the RCRA materials have been treated

to a certain level through our treatment unit, and then

the RCRA debris have been isolated in the landfill,

again reducing the contamination level in the leachate

that we pull out.

(Speaking Spanish.)

DOLORES MORENO: My name is Dolores Moreno.
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I'm a Kettleman City resident. The man is saying that

he doesn't think that the landfill affects our

community of Kettleman City. He says that because he's

not living in each and every home that we -- in each

and every one of our houses as residents who live here

in the community. Those of us who live here in the

community know what is going on, is taking place. He

doesn't. I don't believe what you have in your

televisions there. Because you're constantly being

fined. And why are you constantly being fined? That's

because your things are not well done, the work you're

doing is not correctly done.

In all the wind and the air that blows through

your landfill, we are breathing it. I didn't suffer

from asthma before, now I have asthma. Also my

granddaughter.

He still does not believe that this is

affecting us. I don't believe everything that you're

talking about and everything that you've mentioned.

Because your facility has been fined due to many

violations. And even though you do you get fined so

much, he still does not want to believe it. He has his

mind in the landfill and we have our mind in our health

in that we want to have good health. That's all, thank

you.
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MR. RUIZ: Did you want to comment? No?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I just wanted to say

something about the studies. That he says that the

studies show that nothing is happening in reference to

what is happening to us. Myself, as one of the

affected mothers, all they did to me or with me

involved was a questionnaire that lasted three hours

regarding what my activities or what I did three months

prior to my getting pregnant and three months after my

getting pregnant. I lived in Kettleman City for 17

years. At no -- at no given time did they do a skin

exam. Because apparently that type of skin exam or

study or test costs a lot of money.

And up until today we still haven't got an

answer as to why our children are being -- are having

-- being born with defects, birth defects. And just by

doing a questionnaire of putting me through that for

three hours, that's not giving me an answer.

And from now I keep on insisting that this

permit should not be granted to them even though it's

much to their dismay or they don't like it. Thank you.

MR. RUIZ: Any additional questions or

comments?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Well, they're probably

apples or pears. The reality is that this community is
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highly contaminated. There are children and babies who

are still dying due to cancer. Children are getting

sick because of asthma problems. And this should touch

their heart a little bit.

One of the mothers told me the following: I

want to tell you something, I feel very, very sad

coming to these meetings. Because it pains, it really

pains the company for losing or because they're losing

their profits. But it pains us and it hurts us because

we're losing our children. And probably maybe it's the

company that caused it. We do not know that. Perhaps

it could be the water, the pesticides, the air. But we

are demanding it of this government agencies to stop

playing with our communities. Because our health is

still getting worse and being affected negatively. And

in order for you to be able to approve a permit,

because you've been doing so for many years, Bob is

saying -- no, to Bob, you say that you have children.

If it happened to you and your family as what is

happening to the mothers in this community who are

constantly losing their children, what would you have

done? Would you have given up the fight? Or would you

have continued fighting in order to reduce the

contamination in the community that's highly affected?

That is not true that upon having this permit
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if it's approved, it is not true, because if it's

approved -- if it's approved that contamination is

going to increase due to the number of trucks that will

continue or coming, in the increase of the number of

trips. I believe that the number of truck trips is

going to increase by 400; correct?

Now, once again I would reiterate that I don't

think this community deserves living in a place that is

so highly contaminated with such highly contaminants

that are impacting them negatively. So I do demand and

urge this -- the representatives -- the representatives

representing the government agencies here tonight to do

your job and stop mocking the residents of this

community. Once again, put yourself in the shoes of

the people who live here. We do not need anymore

contamination. And the spills of PCB's, you know, that

I've been speaking about, those spills will most likely

be from your company.

But once again, the trucks that are

transporting all those -- all that waste, guess what,

it's passing right through our community.

And the violations you received, in which I

believe 72 violations, had to do with chemical spills,

a third party situation. You wanted to give us

impression or make us believe that it was due to a
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third party causing it, causing it while they were

transporting those chemicals to your company. And be

as it may or whatever happened, the fact of the matter

is that you have a history of getting a lot of

violations. And that's an indication for us and to the

whole world that's watching us that you guys do not

know how to handle or treat or manage these chemicals.

So, please, I ask you to please retract your

application for the permit to expand this facility.

Stop thinking about money and profits and start

thinking on the health, especially the health of the

children in this community. Thank you. And if you can

please answer and tell me how many more truck trips are

going to be passing by this community.

And one true fact is the following: That --

that one truck with the emissions it spills when they

pass by our community, one truck and it's emissions is

equivalent as if 100 vehicles passed through. 400

vehicles for one truck. Thank you.

---oOo---(CF)

MR. RUIZ: Do you want to make an additional

comment? I'll let her go real quick.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I would like to tell

Mr. Bob Henry why did you discriminate in regards to my

comment? It's very obvious you can tell right away
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those who discriminate the residents. I've been living

here in Kettleman City 47 years. And I'm a U.S.

citizen and he doesn't have to discriminate. He

doesn't have to discriminate as the way he's

discriminating against us.

MR. HENRY: I apologize if you feel like I've

done anything to disrespect you. That is not my

intent. Regarding the -- Anna, regarding the number of

increased truck trips, the environmental documents were

analyzed with 400 truck trips for the hazardous waste,

it was also analyzed with those trucks utilizing

Interstate 5, getting off of Interstate 5 and traveling

westbound to the facility. And then based on the

records only about 2 percent of the hazardous waste

trucks would go through town.

When you look at that, sometimes it will be

more on one day, sometimes it will be less on other

days depending on the shipment schedules from the

various customers, but the total number of truck trips

do not go up with this project.

MS. MARTINEZ: Sir, I have a question.

MR. RUIZ: Do you have another question or a

separate question?

MS. MARTINEZ: No, I asked him at the

beginning when I started speaking about if you had
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children would you stop fighting to reduce emissions?

MR. HENRY: To tell you a short story, I

married my wife who worked at the facility before me,

and by the grace of God we have three healthy children.

As an engineer, I would evaluate impacts, air,

water, land and evaluate each one of those. The

Governor of California ordered the Cal EPA and they

looked at our site. And with all of their studies they

found that there was no adverse impact on the community

of Kettleman City from our facility.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Without doing any

biomonitoring.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, we're not even

worried about impacts because we're already impacted.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Ask him the question.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Once you start thinking

about it with all of -- with everyone -- why don't you

start thinking all along with the government, people

who are protecting us? It seems that all you guys

along with the Governor and you guys are partners, it

seems like you guys are partners and you're supposed to

be protecting us.

MR. RUIZ: Did that answer your question?

What I want is I want to make sure that he has the

time -- I want to make sure that he has the opportunity
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to answer the question, so if we have another question,

it only interferes with that. (Spanish spoken.)

What I'm asking you to please allow the

gentleman to answer the question, and whether you like

the question or not, and if you agree he's allowed to

answer the question so you can also be respectful of

the person who asked the question.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: He didn't answer it.

MR. RUIZ: Did you want to continue with that

or you want to move on?

MS. MARTINEZ: Do you want me to repeat it?

MR. HENRY: My recommendation would be to keep

asking questions of people like me, of the other

project applicants, of the regulators, until you get

your questions answered. But you have to use science

to get your questions answered.

MS. MARTINEZ: Then that didn't answer my

question. My question to you was that if you were in

the situation that these mothers were, or have been,

would you stop -- I mean, would you continue fighting

to reduce pollution? Anything that could have been

attributed to what happened for the death of their

children?

MR. HENRY: As I answered, I would continue

until I got my questions answered.
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MS. MARTINEZ: Would you yourself fight

against a permit for an expansion for more chemicals to

come to your community?

MR. HENRY: Not after I had my questions

answered.

MS. MARTINEZ: They were never answered for us

so I guess...

MR. RUIZ: Do you want to ask your question?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Good evening. I have a

comment and a suggestion and a question.

In 2001 my grandson was diagnosed or detected

with leukemia. And at that point one starts

questioning one's self where did that come from? What

happened? And I heard here from Chem Waste, and before

getting to any conclusion or arriving to any conclusion

or start leading to blame people, I decided to get

informed. And one of the things I did was I called so

that I could visit and see how their operation works

there. And, yes, they gave us a tour, and they showed

us how all the chemicals work. And when I did that --

and when I did that I found some kind of peace within

me, but in spite of that I still don't know what's

causing that illness.

But having said that I'm not saying that I'm

going to go look for another facility where they're
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processing more stuff or treating more stuff in order

to find blame for someone or against someone. That's

why this is my suggestion is, yeah, it is -- it is good

that you make the comments you're making and asking the

questions that you're asking, and it is good also that

you're getting informed, and my suggestion is why don't

you go and visit and see how it is that these people

work and operate the facility.

As far as the chemicals, it's never going to

go away, they will never disappear. It's worldwide.

And unfortunately, well, you know, we ended up with it

here. So the best thing we can do is to try to do the

best job possible so that no one is impacted or

affected.

So my question for you is the following: All

these violations, I want to know due to all these

violations that you've got, tell me if at any given

point were the residents of Avenal or the residents of

Kettleman Hills, were we ever at risk or in danger due

to the violations that you were cited for?

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: I'm sorry, I didn't catch

his name or where he's from.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I'm from Avenal.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: So what are you doing

here?
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AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: We're almost about the

same distance from here there and us to there. Thank

you.

MR. HENRY: The question was has any of the

violations that the facility has received caused any

adverse impacts to the communities of Avenal and

Kettleman City, and the answer is no. If you even look

at the fact sheets that have been sent out by the

agencies, it will state that the community was not at

risk or the workers were not at risk.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: So then why is it that

you get so many violations if there is no danger or

they're not at risk? You pay millions of dollars in

fines and yet you're saying that there's no -- no risk

or no danger? Or thinking of it more clearly what is

this a waste of time us being here talking to you guys?

MR. HENRY: We have received citations and

we've worked to resolve those.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah, while we die?

MR. HENRY: The citations we received, we

received typically through inspections. USEPA, DTSC,

Water Board, Air District, they all come in, inspect

our facility, and if they see one thing out of place,

that will generate a citation. It is our goal to be in

a hundred percent compliance.
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AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes, when the children

were born with illnesses, the same EPA gave permission

to turn off their reactors.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: He means the monitors.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, you don't remember

that?

MS. RAMOS: Good evening, my name is Wendy

Ascencio Ramos. First of all, I'm going to state that

I'm going to give my own personal point of view, my

opinion, enter my -- during my point of -- when I'm

giving my point of view I ask to please, that my

opinion be respected in the same way that I respected

each and every comment and opinion given by those who

are present here.

As I said before, my name is Wendy Ascencio

Ramos. I've been a resident of Kettleman City since

approximately seven years ago. And I am now and I have

the -- I've been blessed to have a daughter, a healthy

daughter. And today, this evening, we're all here

because we're thinking about them, our children. I see

the community which states that they're being affected

due to the problems that it's a company of Waste

Management --

MS. SAUCEDO: Wendy, Wendy, you can't say

that, you cannot say that, Wendy, you cannot say
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everything is okay because I had two children that

died, two of my children died. For you maybe okay.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Let her read what she

came here to read. Let her finish it.

MS. RAMOS: That company up till now, they

have helped our city, and that company has come and on

holidays, Independence Days and in ways that they have

organized --

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: We're leaving.

MS. RAMOS: Today we're saying that the

company is causing health problems, but, however, I

notice and I see that Kettleman City continues to grow.

Women do not stop from having children, they continue

having children. That gives me the intuition and the

observation that the community is truly not concerned

or worried about the impacts or problems that the

community is attributing to the company.

And what I would like is next time -- next

time when I come or attend a meeting such as this I

will be able to bring my daughter because I wasn't able

to bring her today because I notice and I see that

there is a lot of disrespect going on and that is not

the teachings that I want to instill in my daughter,

for her to see the lack of respect that takes place in

meetings like this. Thank you.
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MR. RUIZ: Any more comments, questions from

anybody?

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: I have a few more

questions.

MR. RUIZ: Okay.

MS. MARES-ALATORRE: But I don't know if

anybody wants to go before me.

MR. RUIZ: Anybody else? Okay, thank you.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Good evening everyone.

I've been in the area for approximately 37 years, 1975,

half of my life. During all those years I spent in

here, in Kettleman City. I own a piece of land here in

Kettleman City. At the present time I live in Avenal,

but I have lived here in Kettleman City. My son who's

now -- my son is now 26 years old. He attended

kindergarten school here in Kettleman City.

Avenal is directly west of the Chem Waste

Facility. If we measure it in distance without the

high wind, it's approximately four miles distance from

Chem Waste. And apparently we're right in the middle

of how the -- of the direction the wind blows from east

to west.

The question I have based on my understanding

is the PCB's is the most dangerous material that you

manage at your facility, and apparently the workers
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take out or pull out the liquid from the transformers,

from the containers and the tanks, and I would like to

know if there's been -- if there has been any cases of

cancer amongst the workers, your employees there?

Also, I understand that we have in attendance

here tonight a doctor from the county, an M.D. from the

county present here tonight. In case the PCB's are in

the transformers of a house or of a tank, if it leaks

or if it breaks, what would happen to the residents or

the city -- yeah, the city residents who are near by

that house that have the PCB's spilled from the

transformers? And it's obvious that we really do not

have control of it because a tank could also crash on a

house also, what do the state agencies do in the case

that a tank or a truck that's carrying a tank full of

PCB's, what if there's an incident and there's a hole

and they start leaking, a leak or a spill happens when

those tanks was being transported?

Apparently I don't know if the safety measures

exist yet to be able to contain the PCB's in case

there's a spill while being transported. And I believe

everything should start with each one taking

responsibility and being responsible.

I also was very much in favor of the state

agencies to carry out studies here in Kettleman City.
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And I was also involved in the process of the extension

that took place a couple years back. And honestly I'm

asking for justice so that the community be informed

and for the community to participate and for the

community to have the understanding of the facility

that is managing these chemicals.

I'm also in favor of everybody asking their

questions of their fears of what it is that they fear

the most. As a matter of fact, my mother-in-law was

very fearful that in case of an earthquake she thought

that all of Kettleman City would explode due to the

facility being here. There was also a lot of fear when

the propane tanks exploded at that trucking company

agency around here.

Also, it seems that in the studies it showed

that a lot of the contaminations in our environment, a

lot of responsibility of that is due to the trucking

issues. And unfortunately, what it seems now is that

instead of the trucks being reduced in truck trips, it

seems that there's more trucks now that are coming by

or passing by.

Now we just got the company agency Federal

Express here who's transporting -- who's transporting

equipment and materials, Federal Express. Apparently

there's now three large based companies here now. Now



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

55

they're not all -- one is Fed-Ex, one is Overnight and

CFL. Three type -- three companies of that sort.

Whether we like it or not they are also affecting the

climate and quality of life here in Kettleman City.

I don't know if the residents also

participated directly and personally in that process of

those companies as well. Because, yeah, in fact, they

are bringing jobs to the community and benefits. There

also a lot of times comes risks. And all this comes

with the responsibility of all of us understanding the

situation that we're all going through. We have to be

aware, and instead of getting angry and instead of

yelling and screaming, we have to be conscientious.

It seems that in attendance here tonight there

is a number of residents from agencies, the federal,

state, county levels, and I believe that that's where

we should start. I also believe that we will have a

right to speak our minds, our comments, to be heard, to

respect and to be respected. And like the lady said,

there are also minors who are attending, we also have

to respect them because, as we know, they are our

future.

And speaking of responsibility, I believe that

each agency has the responsibility to be honest, to do

their job, to review and consider the complaints and
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the comments made by the citizens -- the citizenry, and

to give the answers -- to give the answers based on the

studies and also be honest with regards to the

functions they are performing in their positions. And

I hope that all of us step-by-step, little-by-little

will find the answers and be able to live together

united. Thank you very much.

---o0o---(JAG)

MR. RUIZ: He said quite a bit so I don't know

if there's several --

MR. HENRY: There's a couple.

MR. RUIZ: Okay.

MR. HENRY: As far as the truck trips, that

will remain the same with the new -- with the new

permit.

If you would go to the inside of the building,

please.

When we're processing transformers, again, if

the transformer can fit inside the building we'll bring

it into the building, we'll drain the fluids, the

fluids will go in this tank. And if it's required,

based upon the PPM level, to flush the transformer,

we'll fill it with diesel fuel and it will have to sit

for at least 18 hours. Then we'll drain that diesel

fuel back out of the transformer and it will go into
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the tank. The material in the tank, the liquids, will

go outside for disposal. It will go for incineration.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Where?

MR. HENRY: Port Arthur, Texas.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Where?

MR. HENRY: Port Arthur, Texas.

As far as the employees, the folks that work

in the hazardous waste operations have to take a

physical on an annual basis. And we will check for

PCB's.

The question was am I aware of any of our

employees that have had cancer. And the answer is yes.

But I would ask Dr. McLain what is the percentage of US

citizens that would have cancer?

DR. McLAIN: I'm Dr. McLain, and I am the

health officer. And -- and I have to plead ignorance

because I don't actually know that statistic. But the

second leading cause of death in the United States is

cancer.

And almost in any community if -- if you said,

well, somebody down the street had cancer, that happens

all over. As I said, it's the second leading cause of

death.

And I'm sorry, I can't answer -- I just don't

know the percentage of people who have any cancer of
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any kind. I'm sorry, I just don't know that number.

It's very common.

And as long as I'm begging off on my

ignorance, I don't actually recall -- I don't think I

know the details to answer your question about when a

transformer in your back yard has a malfunction.

The main concern we have with PCB's with

humans is -- is more dose related. The higher the

dose, the more you get, and you start having problems.

And the piece of knowledge I don't know is I don't know

how soon the P.G. & E or whoever knows that that's

failed and takes care of it. So I'm -- I'm guessing,

anyway, that the amount of human exposure would be

fairly small, but I could be wrong on that. I'm a

generalist and I try to keep up on a lot of things, but

I can't answer that specifically. And I'm sorry.

MR. HENRY: Dr. Wilson, is there anything you

can add?

DR. WILSON: Hola, como estas. Buenos noches.

My name is Patrick Wilson, I am the Environmental

Protection Agency Senior Toxicologist for the Western

United States.

With regard to the two questions, excellent

questions. And I think from EPA's perspective this is

the way that the law is supposed to work, that the
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public is supposed to challenge the agencies, whether

they are federal, state, or local. And the public

should challenge the facility as well. It seems to me

that's the purpose of the law, to have an opportunity

for communities to ask questions and challenge any

conclusions that either the agencies or the facilities

put forth. So I applaud this community for doing so.

And I particularly applaud the youngsters who came to

this meeting and have taken an active interest in their

community.

Dr. McLain is absolutely right, when we look

at the United States in total the prevalence of cancer

amongst women is about one woman in every two over the

course of their lifetime will develop some form of

cancer. Similarly, about one male in three will

develop some form of cancer over their lifetime. So

Dr. McLain is correct in that cancer is a very

prevalent disease in our country.

With regard to PCB's, the PCB's are a family

of chemicals that are in electrical equipment. And

they are very toxic. But like Dr. McLain mentioned,

the likelihood of us becoming sick from PCB's is

dependent upon how much we are exposed to them. So one

of our goals at Federal EPA is to measure the amount of

PCB's that could be released from this facility. We
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know that when people are exposed to a lot -- to a high

amount of PCB's for a long period of time we see -- we

see an increased likelihood of developing cancer. When

people are exposed for a short amount of time to a lot

of PCB's we see impacts on their skin, an impact called

chloracne. And we have seen these types of impacts in

different communities when PCB's have been released and

come into direct contact with children and adults.

MR. RUIZ: You had a question?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Regarding the cancer, I

read the EIR report for the expansion project. And one

of the risks there was that the cancer risk will go up

at the property line for the employees of Chem Waste if

the expansion goes through. Is that true?

And I have four other points, but I'd like you

to answer that one so we don't get that lost.

(Speaking Spanish.)

MR. HENRY: You're referencing the CEQA

document EIR.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes.

MR. HENRY: Okay, that document will give you

a risk factor of x-number in a million of your chance

of having cancer or getting cancer. In addition to

that study, we did an even more in-depth study. That

was model. We had the model in the EIR. And one of
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the conditions we were asked by the USEPA was to do the

congener study.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: The congener study that

wasn't completed because the day that the team went out

they saw a rattlesnake and they had to go home?

MR. HENRY: You're right about the rattler.

But it was completed.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: But not in that area

where they saw the rattler because there was a danger

to their team. I heard that from them.

MR. HENRY: But it's still -- the samples were

still taken, okay. But there were soil samples around

the perimeter of the property, green vegetative samples

taken around the perimeter of the property. And then a

little bit later ground vegetative samples, that was

for uptake, uptake into the plant, the soil samples

were for deposition, deposits on the soil. And we also

did continuous air monitoring for a period of time as

well.

All that data, all those samples were analyzed

and we came up with an amount of congeners that were at

our facility. And we were looking at having congeners

in the parts per trillion. We looked at that and we're

like is this good or is this bad? Paul Turek and I

looked at it, the environmental manager, we go we don't



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

62

even know what's going on.

Dr. Wilson, who's very experienced with

congeners, gave a very good description of the study

results for the meeting. The congeners that we have

around our facility are what you would expect in the

U.S. there were higher levels of congeners at some of

our national parks than around our landfill that

disposes of PCB's.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: But as far as the EIR

report, was that a yes or a no?

MR. HENRY: If you're reading -- if you're

reading what was modeled in the EIR off the internet.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, I got the -- I got

the hard copy.

MR. HENRY: Okay. I would have to, for lack

of going back and looking at it, I would have to say I

don't know. But I'm going to believe you and say I

guess it is.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: So that's a yes?

MR. HENRY: I assume so, yes.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Okay. I had some other

points. I'm very concerned, I mean, I have to agree

with my fellow resident, Wendy, that there's a lack of

respect, because I feel it's a lack of respect for

Waste Management, or Chem Waste, whatever you want, to
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shroud themselves with this study, quote/unquote, study

that was done that so many of the mothers feel was

incomplete because of the lack of biomonitoring. If

you want to know what's inside people's body, you test

their bodies. You don't give them an 18 page

questionnaire and call it a study.

But, you know, apart from that, you know, it's

a fact that they feel disrespected because they feel

that that study was -- wasn't complete. And yet Waste

Management and the agencies continue to use it as a,

you know, like a shield almost. We're okay, we're

okay. But the fact is that when that, quote/unquote,

study, or the 18 page questionnaire was done, was that

the dumping conditions were much reduced than what the

dumping was at the time that these children were

conceived. So when people want to use this study as,

you know, to say everything is okay, they need to take

all of these things into account. And apparently

that's not being taken into account. I also --

MR. RUIZ: I don't know if we need to

translate, I don't think there's any other Spanish

speakers here. If we don't, we can keep going, but I

want to make sure, are you okay without the Spanish?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah. And then I thought

the cancer question was interesting, and that's why I
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asked about the EIR report. But I think an interesting

question would be as well have any workers of Waste

Management had children with birth defects? Now I know

the answer to that. But I'm wondering if you know the

answer to that or if you'll acknowledge that answer.

But going on, and I'll give you -- I have some

other questions. I also want to know what measures are

being taken regarding the fracking that's going on

around Kettleman City right now. We know Zodiac Energy

is doing exploratory fracking around Kettleman City.

In Ohio, where they have never experienced

earthquakes before, they had shifting of the earth due

to the fracking that was going on. And so if this is a

concern, and given that you've been cited for the

landslide, it was back in the 80's when there was a

potential for one of the big mounds to slide down, if

fracking is going on around Kettleman City, is that a

concern as well about the credulity of the mounds.

Could that affect it? Given that in Ohio it caused

manmade earthquakes, could that happen here, and what

affect would that have on those mounds?

And then one thing that we learned that was a

positive thing recently from the state is that the

toxic release inventory, the TRI level for Kettleman

City, which is number one in the state, has gone down
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significantly since dumping has been reduced up at

the -- up at the plant. So if this -- if you get this

permit in addition to the expansion permit will the TRI

go right back up? Will it shoot right back up?

Also I had one more.

MR. RUIZ: You want to have him answer those?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Okay, I'll let you answer

those while I find my other one.

MR. RUIZ: Did you want to?

MR. HENRY: Yeah, I'll give it a shot. I'll

start with the TRI, toxic release inventory. And what

you need to realize, that when the toxic release

inventory is produced, talk about releases to the air,

releases to the water, ground, and when they look at

our facility they look at releases to the landfill the

same as releases to the ground. It's not a release to

the ground, it's release to a fully permitted land --

excuse me, lined landfill. Provided TRI is done the

same way in the future, that number would go up if we

receive our expansion permit.

As far as do I know of any children born with

birth defects, I don't know or am not aware of any

children that were born with birth defects.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: You don't know of any

employees that have had children that were missing



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

KINGS COURT REPORTERS

(559) 585-3450
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

66

parts, auditory parts, their ears, or children that

were born with heart defects? You don't know anything

about that? That belonged to employees?

MR. HENRY: As an employer there's privacy

rights that I can't get into under HIPAA. I know

you're aware of that.

What else? I'm trying to remember.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: The fracking.

MR. HENRY: When we design a landfill we

design a landfill -- when we design a landfill we

design it for the maximum credible earthquake. We're

in seismic zone 4, the highest in the state. The MCE,

maximum credible earthquake is higher. And when you

have a landfill it's a flexible clay liner. What you

want that landfill to do during an earthquake is to

move. The clay will move, the geosynthetics can expand

so much, the landfill still would not be hurt.

With the fracking, I cannot tell you what the

impact from fracking here in the valley is going to be

on our landfill, it will be something we'll have to

look at.

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: Not just the valley, but

our town, they're fracking right here, around here.

MR. HENRY: Right, knowing that we're in a

different formation, the valley floor, and not knowing
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what the fracking here as to the formation we're in up

on the facility, I don't know the answer. I'm not

going to -- we'll have to look at it, I just don't

know.

Any other questions?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, I think that's it.

Oh, I -- I just have a procedural. Why do you say

(speaking Spanish)? Isn't it (speaking Spanish)?

Where does the E come from?

THE INTERPRETER: DTSE?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: DTSC.

THE INTERPRETER: As the interpreter I was

just hearing what they were saying, so...

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, I'm just curious if

it has another name.

THE INTERPRETER: No, that's -- I'm just

saying what I hear.

MR. RUIZ: Anybody have any other questions or

comments they'd like to make at this point?

AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: I just want to ask all

the government agencies can I get their business card?

MR. RUIZ: Okay. Having no more questions, I

don't see anybody. I'd like to thank everybody.

MR. BARRERA: Yeah, we just want to thank

everybody for coming out, all the speakers. So thank
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you. Have a great night. Drive safe.

(Meeting concluded at 8:45 p.m.)

---o0o---
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I, JULIE A. GREEN, a Certified Shorthand

Reporter, DO HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing and annexed pages constitute

a full, true, and correct transcript of the proceedings

had and testimony given in the hearing of the matter

entitled as upon the first page hereof.

Dated: February 3, 2013.

_______________________________
Official Reporter C.S.R #4636
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I, CHERI FIKE, a Certified Shorthand

Reporter, DO HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing and annexed pages

constitute a full, true, and correct transcript of the

proceedings had and testimony given in the hearing of

the matter entitled as upon the first page hereof.

Dated: February 3, 2013.

_____________________________
Official Court Reporter #6200
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CHEMICAL WASTE MGMT.

Net 20

CHEMICAL WASTE MGMT.
KETTLEMAN HILLS FACILITY
PO BOX 471
KETTLEMAN CITY CA 93239

1,680.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,680.00

1,680.00

Thank-you for your business.  Questions?  Please call our Finance Department at 1-888-790-0915 or
your sales representative.
Terms:  Net - 20 Days.  Finance charge of 1 1/2% per billing period for
all accounts that are past due, which is an annual percentage rate of 18%.

Lee Central California Newspapers
PO Box 2907
Bloomington IL 61702-2907

Lee Central California Newspapers
PO Box 2907
Bloomington IL 61702-2907

Lee Central California Newspapers
c/o LEE ADVERTISING
PO BOX 742548
CINCINNATI OH 45274-2548

Lee Central California Newspapers

12/30/2012

12/03/2012 -- 12/30/2012

1 of 1

12/02/2012 Balance Brought Forward 0.00
12/27/2012 19060 The Sentinel Public Notice 4.000 x 17.500 1 1,680.00

PO #: 0000



 

  

The Avenal Chimes 













 

  

Tab H 
Posting of Visible and Accessible Sign –  
Public Notice of Pre-Application Meeting 



Kettleman Hills Facility Entrance

Kettleman Hills Facility Security Office



Kettleman Hills Facility Administrative Building



Kettleman City Community Center

Kettleman City Post Office



Kettleman City Branch Library

Kettleman City Community Services District



 

  

Tab I 
Broadcast Media Announcement –  

Public Notice of Pre-Application Meeting 



Script for Broadcast Media 
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

 
 
 
A public meeting will be held by Chemical Waste Management (ChemWaste) on January 30, 2012 beginning at 
6:00 PM in the Cafeteria of the Kettleman City Elementary School located at 710 General Petroleum in 
Kettleman City, California. 
 
The purpose of the public meeting is for ChemWaste to provide the public with an overview of the proposed 
changes in operations being requested as part of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Part B Permit 
Renewal Application for the Kettleman Hills Facility.   
 
The Kettleman Hills Facility located at 35251 Old Skyline Road, approximately 3.5 miles west of Kettleman City 
is an existing hazardous waste treatment, storage, and disposal facility. The proposed changes include the 
expansion and subsequent closure of Landfill B18 Phase III and other minor changes to the existing operating 
units. If you or someone you know needs special access to participate in the meeting, please contact 
ChemWaste for assistance at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Cecilio Barrera, Community Relations Manager, by phone at (559) 
386-6129, or by e-mail at: cbarrera@wm.com 



Guión para medios de difusión 
AVISO DE REUNIÓN PÚBLICA 

 
La empresa Chemical Waste Management (también conocida como ChemWaste) llevará a cabo una reunión pública el 30 de enero, 
del 2013 a partir de las 6:00 de la tarde en la cafetería de la escuela primaria de Kettleman City ubicada en el 710 General Petroleum 
en la ciudad de Kettleman City, California. 
 
El propósito de la reunión pública es para que la empresa ChemWaste de al público una visión general de los cambios propuestos a 
al funcionamiento que están siendo solicitados como parte de la solicitud de renovación del permiso Parte B de la Ley de 
Conservación y Recuperación de Recursos para la instalación de Kettleman Hills.  
 
La instalación de Kettleman Hills, está ubicada en el 35251 Old Skyline Road, aproximadamente a tres millas y media (3.5) al oeste de 
la ciudad de Kettleman City y es una instalación de tratamiento, almacenaje y eliminación de residuos peligrosos. Los cambios 
propuestos incluyen la expansión y la clausura subsecuente del Relleno Sanitario B18 Fase III y algunos otros cambios menores a 
unidades en funcionamiento.  

Si usted o alguien que conoce necesitan  acceso especial para participar en la reunión, por favor póngase en contacto con 
ChemWaste para asistencia por lo menos 72 horas antes de la reunión. 
 
Si usted tiene preguntas por favor llame a Cecilio Barrera, Gerente de Relaciones Comunitarias, por teléfono al (559) 386-6129 o por 
correo electrónico al: cbarrera@wm.com  
 
 
 

mailto:cbarrera@wm.com�














 

  

Tab J 
Notice to Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) – 

Public Notice of Pre-Application Meeting 



PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
KETTLEMAN HILLS FACILITY 

CHEMICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC 
 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY ACT (RCRA) 
PART B PERMIT RENEWAL APPLICATION 

AND 
PROPOSED CLASS 3 MODIFICATIONS – SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN FACILITY OPERATIONS 

(Date of Notice: December 21, 2012) 
 

DATE: JANUARY 30, 2013 
TIME: 6:00 PM  

LOCATION: KETTLEMAN CITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – CAFETERIA 
701 GENERAL PETROLEUM 

KETTLEMAN CITY, CA 
 

In accordance with the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA), and Section 66271.31 of Title 22 of the California 
Code of Regulations, Chemical Waste Management, Inc. 
(CMWI) will hold a Pre-Application Public Meeting as part of 
the Kettleman Hills Facility’s Part B Permit Renewal Application 
that will be submitted to the California Department of Toxics 
Substances Control (DTSC) for consideration and action. The 
purpose of the public meeting is for CWMI to provide the 
public with an overview of the proposed changes in operations 
at KHF requested as part of the KHF Part B Permit Renewal 
Application, including the expansion of Landfill B18 (Phase III), 
revisions of the Landfill B18 (Phase III) Closure Plan and 
revisions to operations of other hazardous waste operating 
units at KHF. The meeting will include a public comment period 
within which attendees may provide comments and ask 
questions. A voluntary sign-in sheet will be provided at the 
meeting for attendees to provide their names and addresses to 
receive future notices. 

KHF is an existing hazardous waste treatment, storage, and 
disposal facility and the RCRA Part B Permit Renewal 
Application includes various proposed changes in operations at 
the existing hazardous waste operating units including the 
existing Landfill B18, Surface Impoundments (P9, P14, and P16), 
Final Stabilization Unit, Bulk Storage Units (Phases I and II), 
Drum Storage Unit, and PCB Flushing/Storage Unit. Below is a 
map showing the location of KHF.  

 
SITE LOCATION 

Not to Scale 

CWMI will provide Spanish to English, and English to Spanish translation service during the meeting. If you or someone you know 
needs special access to participate in the meeting, please contact CWMI for assistance at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting: 
 

Cecilio Barrera 
Community Relations Manager 

Chemical Waste Management, Inc 
35251 Old Skyline Road 

Kettleman City, CA 93239 
Phone: (559) 386-6129 

cbarrera@wm.com 



AVISO DE REUNIÓN PÚBLICA 
INSTALACIÓN DE KETTLEMAN HILLS  

CHEMICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC 
 

LEY DE CONSERVACIÓN Y RECUPERACIÓN DE RECURSOS (RCRA) 
APLICACIÓN DE RENOVACIÓN DEL PERMISO PARTE B  

Y 
MODIFICACIONES PROPUESTAS A CLASE 3 – CAMBIOS SIGNIFICATIVOS EN LAS OPERACIONES DE LA INSTALACIÓN 

(Fecha del Aviso: 21 de diciembre, 2012) 
 

FECHA: 30 DE ENERO, 2013 
HORA: 6:00 PM  

LUGAR: CAFETERÍA DE LA ESCUELA PRIMARIA DE LA CIUDAD DE KETTLEMAN  
701 GENERAL PETROLEUM 

KETTLEMAN CITY, CA 
 

De acuerdo con la Ley de Conservación y Recuperación de 
Recursos (RCRA, por sus siglas en inglés) y la sección 66271.31, 
del Titulo 22, del Código de Regulaciones de California, la 
empresa Chemical Waste Management, Inc., (CMWI, por sus 
siglas en inglés) llevará a cabo una reunión pública como parte 
de la pre-solicitud de renovación del permiso de la Parte B de la 
instalación Kettleman Hills que será presentada a el 
Departamento de Control de Substancias Tóxicas (DTSC, por 
sus siglas en inglés) para su consideración y acción. El propósito 
de la reunión pública es para que CMWI proporcione al público 
una visión general de los cambios propuestos a las operaciones 
de KHF solicitados como parte de la solicitud del permiso de 
renovación del KHF Parte B, incluyendo la expansión del 
Relleno Sanitario B18 (Fase III), revisiones a el Plan de Clausura 
del Relleno Sanitario B-18 (Fase III) y revisiones a las 
operaciones de otras unidades de funcionamiento de los 
desechos peligrosos en KHF.  La reunión incluirá un periodo de 
comentarios en el cual el público tendrá la oportunidad de dar 
sus comentarios o hacer preguntas. Habrá un registro de 
asistencia para aquellas personas que gusten dar su nombre y 
dirección voluntariamente para recibir avisos futuros.  

 KHF es una planta de tratamiento, de almacén, y eliminación 
de residuos peligrosos, y la solicitud de Renovación del Permiso 
Parte B incluye y propone varios cambios en el funcionamiento 
en las actuales unidades de desechos peligrosos incluyendo los 
embalses de la superficie (P9, P14 y P16), del Relleno Sanitario  
B18, a la Unidad de Estabilización Final, Unidades de 
Almacenamiento a Granel (fases I y II), Unidad de 
Almacenamiento de Tambores de Almacenamiento y Unidad 
de Descargue/Almacenamiento de PCB. A continuación incluye 
un mapa con la ubicación del KHF. UBICACIÓN DEL SITIO 

No está a escala 

CWMI proporcionará  servicios de traducción de español a inglés y de inglés a español durante la reunión. Si usted o alguien que 
conoce necesitan  acceso especial para participar en la reunión, por favor póngase en contacto con CWMI para asistencia por lo 
menos 72 horas antes de la reunión: 

Cecilio Barrera 
Gerente de Relaciones Comunitarias  
Chemical Waste Management, Inc 

35251 Old Skyline Road 
Kettleman City, CA 93239 
Teléfono: (559) 386-6129 

cbarrera@wm.com 
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